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Status of Application 

1 . Applicant's amendment, filed Oct. 24, 2006, has been entered in the application. 
Claims 1-9, 11-19, and 21-27 are pending. Claims 10 and 20 have been canceled, 
claims 26 and 27 have been added. 

2. Claims 23-25 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention. 

Specification 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the phrase "[t]he present 
invention provides" is redundant and should be deleted. Correction is required. See 
MPEP § 608.01 (b). Note that an abstract of the disclosure is understood to be directed 
to 'the invention" and as such, a reference to "the invention" is redundant. Applicant 
may desire to amend the abstract such that it commences with "A system and method 
for providing..." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1,2, 5-9, 11-19, 21, 22, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Rogers et al. (US 5,829,835) in view of Groglio (US 5,649,718, 
cited previously). Rogers et al. teach a removable system including plural portions for 
engaging and lining sections of a shopping cart, including a basinet lining portion (70, 
71; handle 72) having front, back and side walls, a child transport area lining portion 
(35, 37a) and a handle lining portion (top of 32), further including at least one carrier 
handle (41, 42), a plurality of tabs (57a, 57b; 57a', 57b') for affixing portions of the 
transport area lining portion and attached basket lining portion of the cart (C); the 
systern convertible into a carrying bag for transporting articles (figures 1 . 2); taught to be 
made from a fabric material and to further include at least a plastic layer (31a, see col. 
4, line 62 through coL 5, line 2), the material being capable of receiving a printing 
medium such as an ink or paint. 

The reference to Rogers fails to explicitly teach the basket (C) as including a 
front side. It is exceptionally well known in the art to provide shopping cart baskets with 
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front sides so as to prevent items from being discharged from the front of the basl<et, 
and as such, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide the cart basket taught by Rogers vyith a front side so as to 
prevent items from being lost through the front of the cart. The reference to Rogers, 
while teaching a portion which is in communication with the basket, fails to teach a liner 
which is explicitly in contact with a front basket portion. Groglio teaches that it is well 
known to provide a cart with a basket (which cart may additionally accommodate 
seating for a passenger) with a further attachable liner (40 in general) which engages 
front, rear, lateral and bottom sides of a cart. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the system of Rogers with 
a portion in communication therewith, which further lines the front, rear and lateral sides 
of the cart, as suggested by Groglio, for the purpose of ensuring more complete 
coverage of the cart structure than may be had with the liner system taught by Rogers. 

As regards claim 7. the reference to Rogers et al. fails to explicitly teach a tab for 
connecting the handle liner to the cart. It is well known to duplicate an already taught 
element for the purpose of enhancing the function or multiplying the effect of the 
element, and in view of Rogers et al. teaching the use of plural tabs (57, 58) for 
connecting the seating area liner portions to a cart, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide further tab portions of the 
same structure for connecting the handle liner portion to the cart, for the purpose of 
providing a more secure connection of the liner portions and cart. 

As regards claims 6 and 8, the reference to Rogers et al. fails to teach the tab 
elements as being removable, however in view of the reference teaching the use of a 
fastener which may be disconnected, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to make the tabs removable, for example to allow 
them to be placed in different locations on the liner to engaging with carts having 
different shapes or structures, thus facilitating the use of the liner device with a greater 
number of carts. 

As regards claims 13 and 16, the reference to Rogers as modified by Groglio. 
whilst teaching the portion 31a as being made from a plastic to prevent moisture 
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damage, fails to explicitly teach that at least portion 31a is non-porous. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to make an 
element taught to prevent moisture damage from a non-porous material for the purpose 
of containing the moisture associated with the elements which may cause the damage 
(e.g., bottles, cups, beverage containers, etc.). 

As regards claim 27, the reference to Rogers as modified by Groglio fails to 
explicitly teach the provision of an advertisement on the material of the liner, in that the 
material is intended for use in a public space (e.g., shopping market) and inasmuch as it 
is very well known to place advertising indicia on items viewable in public, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide 
advertising indicia on the liner device for the purpose of promoting a chosen article or 
service. 

6, Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rogers et al. in view of Groglio and Ostrowski (US 4.991,978). The reference to Rogers 
et aL as modified by Groglio is discussed above and fails to teach the liner as including 
a drawstring with a drawstring fastener. Ostrowski teaches a combination device which 
may be used open or closed up to form a carrier bag, being provided with a drawstring 
(18) and a fastener (20) for closing the device when used as a carrier (figure 1). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the system taught by Rogers et al. as modified by Groglio with a drawstring and 
fastener closure (in place, for example, of the zipper fastener), as taught by Ostrowski, 
for the purpose of allowing the syistem to be closed quickly, and additionally to prevent 
snagging of clothing or other items when the carrier system is being closed for use as a 
carrier. 

Response to Comments 

7. Applicant's comments, filed with the amendment, have been carefully 
considered. Applicant's comments, directed to the reference of Rogers et a!., as 
previously applied in anticipation against the previous claims are noted. The examiner 
agrees that the Rogers reference fails to teach each and every limitation of the claims 
as amended. Note the reference to Groglio, previously cited and now applied in 
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combination, which teaches that it is well known to provide a liner which completely 
lines a cart, which cart is further adaptable to accommodate a passenger. As regards 
applicant's comments directed to the material, the examiner notes that this issue was 
completely treated in the previous action: Rogers teaches a further plastic element, and 
teaches that its use is to prevent moisture damage. Inasmuch as a porous material 
would be less than effective at preventing moisture damage, it was deemed an obvious 
modification to the already-taught material, so as to ensure that protection from 
moisture is successful. Applicant has pointed to a portion of Rogers' specification (col. 
4, lines 52-54) however this is, at best, an incomplete analysis, which would properly 
further include a reference to col. 4, line 62 through col. 5, line 2. Care should be taken 
to ensure that the references associated with the prosecution of the instant application 
are not mis-characterized. Applicant's comments concerning the plain meaning of "cart 
basket liner" are noted but do not appear to require any further addressing at this time 
inasmuch as applicant has amended the claims to more further point out the subject 
matter for which protection is desired. Applicant's comments asserting a belief that "the 
claims as filed were not anticipated by Rogers" are noted, but, more significantly, the 
examiner notes that the claims as filed have been very substantially modified. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry specifically concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to F. Vanaman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6701 . 

Any inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this application may 
be made through either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.aov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

A response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
Or faxed to: 

PTO Central Fax: 571-273-8300 



F. VANAMAN 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 




